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August 12, 2017, is a date 
that Charlottesville 
residents will likely never 
forget.  The wounds from 
those events are still raw 
for our community and 
our nation.  Arguably, our 
nation does not feel these 
wounds in the same 
manner that local citizens 
do.  The proximity of 
these events literally has 
hit close to home, but the 

presence of these "White Supremacist" groups is a 
national problem.  It is a problem that should 
disturb us and break our hearts wherever it 
happened or wherever it happens again.  The 
issues before us are far greater than the presence 
of Confederate statues and what to do with them. 
 

We want to move forward and to heal.  We might 
want to forget, but I do not know how that is 
possible.  The Wednesday (August 16, 2017) 
following the "Unite the Right" Rally and the 
counter protests, we shared a time of prayer and 
community conversation.  The Following Sunday I 
told one of our Wednesday evening "regulars" who 
did not attend, that we missed him. He responded 
that he was tired of all the talk on this subject and 
needed a break from it.  I appreciate that honesty 
because the discussion everywhere involved this 
topic. 
 

However, as we are able to turn off our televisions 
or limit the discussions with neighbors, we must 
continue some form of this conversation.  The 
"we" of which I speak is the church.  What is the 
church to do when the "White Supremacist" 
groups arrive in our town?  How do we speak out 
against the evil around us?  Can we do that 
without being physically present at their 
rally?  How do we honor someone's right to free 
speech when we disagree with what they are 
saying? 

Paul's letter to the Romans guides us in this 
manner: "Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good (12:21)."   
 

Many of the questions that we ask do not have 
easy answers.  Yet, when those potential responses 
are held in the light of the call not to respond to 
evil with evil, I can eliminate many because they 
don't fit those criteria. 
 

In the days following August 12, we have seen 
some unique expressions of overcoming evil with 
good.  News outlets have chronicled children 
giving out hugs on the downtown mall along with 
a mother and children baking cookies and 
bringing them to the Charlottesville police.   Fire 
departments from neighboring localities arrived 
to provide a break for the first responders in our 
city that had been working non-stop in the midst 
of all the chaos.  We need to discover other places 
that we can share hope with those around us. 
 

In our ongoing journey to overcome evil with 
good, I encourage listening as a great starting 
point.  Our political environment is affecting far 
too many other areas of life, rather than the 
church's witness transforming the world around 
us.   
 

This begins with listening to the person who might 
look different from you or the one who views the 
world from another perspective.  Agreement on all 
topics, especially controversial ones, is not the 
objective of such listening.  The aim is to hear the 
other's story.  This kind of listening will likely 
reveal that we live in different worlds from those 
who live in the same city.  This kind of listening 
can also break down walls that might exist. 
 

Yes, we are weary from this painful conversation, 
but as Jesus' disciples, we are called to confront 
the evil around us.  As we live under the lordship 
of Christ, we proclaim this good news to our 
neighbors and to the world that is watching 
Charlottesville.  What are we waiting for? 
 

Blessings, 
 

Greg 
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Deacon Reflections 

  

 

As Christians, we walk 

through each day watch-

ing people in our society 

get distracted with so 

many things and issues 

that prevent them from 

seeing God’s plan and 

love for their lives.  The 

decline in church atten-

dance all over the nation indicates that things 

of distraction are winning the battle.  Henri  

Nouwen’s  book, “The Dance of Life” ad-

dresses this issue in a section called “A Prayer 

in Distraction.” 
 

 “Why, O Lord, is it so hard for me to 

keep my heart directed towards you? Why do 

the many little things I want to do, and the 

many people I know, keep crowding my mind, 

even during the hours that I am totally free to 

be with you and you alone?  Why does my 

mind wander off in so many directions, and 

why does my heart desire the things that lead 

me astray?  Are you not enough for me?  Do I 

keep  doubting your love and care, your mercy 

and grace?  Do I keep wondering, in the center 

of my being, whether you will give me all I 

need if I just keep my eyes on you?” 
  

“Please accept my distractions, my fatigue, my 

irritations, and my faithless wanderings.  You 

know me more deeply and fully than I know 

myself.  You love me with a greater love than 

I can love myself.  You even offer me more 

than I can desire.  Look at me, see me in all 

my misery and inner confusion, and let me 

sense your presence in the midst of my tur-

moil.  All I can do is show myself  to you.  

Yet, I am afraid to do so.   I am afraid that you 

will reject me.  But I know,  with the knowl-

edge of faith, that you desire to give me your 

love.   

 

 

The only thing you ask of me is not to  

hide from you, not to run away in despair, to 

act as if you were a relentless despot.” 
 

         “Take my tired body, my confused mind, 

and my restless soul into your arms and give 

me rest, simple quiet rest.  Do I ask too much 

too soon?  I should not worry about that.  You 

will let me know.  Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

Amen.”  
 

            Yes, it’s important to pray for people 

who are experiencing illness and bereavement.  

But it is equally important that we pray for 

ourselves and others, who get distracted daily 

by cell phones, internet, social media, tweets 

and texts to the extent we have no time to con-

tact God and seek his love, and revelation to 

us. Through God, we have courage, hope, joy, 

patience, faith, peace, perseverance, strength, 

comfort, and victory. 

 

Deacon Chairman, 

 

Richard Wharam 

 



 

The Psalmist wrote: 
 

“Make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord” 

“Sing unto the Lord a new 

song” 

“Praise ye the Lord” 
 

All the above words infer that 

we should sing to God.  Many 

of us feel we cannot sing well 

or perhaps were even told we could not sing.  

Through the years we may have made it a habit to 

let the person next to us be the one to sing.  God is 

not asking us for “perfect singing”.  He is asking 

for “a joyful noise”.  

 In many cases, the role of the congrega-

tional hymn singing is often misunderstood.  As 

ministers of music, we can encourage singing and 

try to make sure at least one familiar hymn tune is 

used every Sunday, and lead the singing each Sun-

day. The hymn should always be an extension of 

prayer.  It is another means of communicating with 

God.  The singing of the hymn is our offering to 

God. It could be our offering of thanks, our call to 

worship, a way to confess our sins.  Or just a call 

to God.   

God made man differently.   He gave us a 

soul and a voice to communicate to Him with 

through speech and song.  Read the words to many 

of our songs in the  hymnals.  Once you do, take 

note of the amount of theology you find within the 

covers.  Now take out the pew Bible and look at 

how many references you will find to singing.  I 

wonder, are you surprised? 
 

 

Job 38:7 

When the morning stars sang together And all the 

sons of God shouted for joy? 

Comcast Channel 13 will Rebroadcast the Wor-

ship Service Sunday, 

September 10, 2017  

 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

CVBA Clothing Center at 815 Bolling Ave. desper-

ately needs volunteers for all shifts. 

Currently, the Clothing Center has to close its doors 

on certain days due to the lack of volunteers.  We 

ask that regular volunteers commit to one day a 

week.  There are various positions to be filled and 

you have a choice of where you want to be in the 

shop to help out.   

The following shifts need coverage: 

Mon.   10am-12pm        2 people 

Tues.    9am-2pm    1-2 people 

Wed.    10am-12pm    2-3 people 

Wed.    5:30pm-7pm    1-2 people 

Fri.    10am-12pm              3 people 

Floaters:                   need 1-2 people 

      If interested, please contact Jackie Lockwood : 

                    (434) 825-1272 or email:  

  jackielockwood46@gmail.com. 

Volunteers for 

Loads of Love  are 

needed to work 

with clients.  We 

have a few people 

waiting, who need 

our help with laun-

dry.  It requires a couple hours a week and can make a 

huge difference in someone’s life.   
 

Belmont Baptist Church needs volunteers to provide 

meals at the Ronald McDonald house every  4th Sunday 

of the month.  You will prepare the meals in their 

kitchen to be served by 6pm.  The house staff serves 

and cleans up.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday 

in the future.  Contact Barbara Lowery, if you would 

like to participate in this mission 
 

Thanks for all you do for your church and the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belmont Baptist Church welcomes our newest member, 

Joyce Sprouse to the congregation.  Joyce joined Bel-

mont Church on August 20, 2017. 
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       Homecoming at Belmont Baptist Church is on Sunday, September 17, 2017.  We will be gathering in 

the front of  our church to dedicate the bells and the landscaping immediately after church service.  A 

meal will follow in the Fellowship Hall.  Please invite people you feel will enjoy this event! 


