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Dear Belmont Family, 

 

Last month I wrote to you 

about the church 

musician.  Two of the 

articles that gave me my 

inspiration talked about the 

unappreciated church 

musician.  I stated that is not 

the case at Belmont. I feel 

that our church embraces the 

music each and every Sunday.   I would like to 

talk more about the healthy and healing power of 

music that goes hand and hand with prayer.   

 

Through music therapy, patients with dementia 

are given music using headphones.  It has a 

natural calming effect and is proven to help with 

aggressiveness.  When soft Christian music is 

played, the patients often add a new element by 

closing their eyes and swaying slightly.  When we 

sing and listen to sacred music, we are honoring 

God and He intervenes with his praises.  God 

actually gave us the means to praise Him with his 

own song book in the Bible - Psalms of David.     

 

While many articles preach the positive outcomes 

of music therapy, there are articles that also 

believe it brings false hope. It has been stated that 

music can create memories that are imagined and 

unreal.  To date, research shows memories that are 

fantasy, are pleasant and pleasing.  With the use 

of Christian music, no memories have been dark 

or foreboding.  Maybe these false but pleasant and 

wonderful memories are not memories at all but a 

picture of the beauty that  has been promised 

when these lost souls are called home. 

 

As I wrap up my thoughts, I want to welcome all 

of you to join us to sing.  If you can’t make 

Wednesday night practice, pick a Sunday and join 

us.  See how you feel.  Music is powerful and life 

without it would be so different. 

 

My dad did not want me to go to school for 

music, he felt it was a waste of time and only a 

hobby.  He loved westerns on our old black and 

white TV.  I asked him to think about watching 

the movie with no music or sound effects in the 

picture.  (not sure he did that)  Can you imagine 

life like that?  People who are deaf learn well to a 

rhythm or beat , even though they have never 

heard music.  Their brain produces repetitive 

sounds and processes it without the ability to 

hear.  

 

Come share the music we hear.  

 

 Blessings,   

 

Peggy 

 

 

 

Our responsibility far surpasses mechanical re-

creation of pitches and rhythms; it involves 

transcendence, communicating feelings that are 

beyond description, beyond any experience one 

has had. 

 

John Walker 
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Recently I have been reading the  

book “Compassion” by Henri 

Nouwen.  It contains a message 

we all need to revisit occasionally 

to keep our spiritual perspective in 

order. 

We more or less assume that com-

passion is a natural response to 

human suffering.  Who would not 

feel compassion for a poor old 

man, a hungry child, a paralyzed 

soldier, or a fearful girl. 
 

Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter 

into places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, confusion, 

and anguish.  Compassion challenges us to cry out with 

those in misery, to mourn with those who are lonely, to 

weep with those in tears.  Compassion requires us to be 

weak with the weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable and 

powerless with the powerless. Compassion means full im-

mersion in the condition of being human. When we look at 

compassion this way, it becomes clear that something more 

is involved than a general kindness or tender-heartedness.   
 

Compassion erases the mistakes of life, just as the 

rubber end of a pencil removes the smudges on the paper.  

Perhaps this is how most of us really feel and think when 

we are honest with ourselves.  Compassion is neither our 

central concern nor our primary stance in life.  What we 

really desire is to make it in life, to get ahead, to be first, to 

be different.  We want to forge our identities by carving out 

for ourselves, niches in life where we can maintain a safe 

distance from others.  We do not aspire to suffer with oth-

ers.  On the contrary, we develop methods and techniques 

that allow us to stay away from pain.  
 

 Hospitals and funeral homes often become places 

to hide the sick and the dead.  Suffering is unattractive, if 

not repelling and disgusting.  The less we are confronted 

with it, the better.  This is our principle attitude, and in this 

context, compassion means no more than a small, soft 

eraser at the end of a long, hard pencil. To be compassion-

ate then, means to be kind and gentle to those who get hurt 

by competition (life).  “Be compassionate as your Father is 

compassionate.” (Luke 6:36) 

 

 

  Rick Wharam 

  Deacon Chair 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am very 

happy to 

announce 

to every-

one that 

we will 

soon be 

starting our 

landscap-

ing project 

in the front 

of our 

church.  
 

This project will include removing the large Boxwood 

bushes which present a danger. On occasion there has 

been evidence of persons residing in these bushes or at the 

very least just hanging out.  
 

Next, we will add top soil, sod, fertilizer and mulch. New 

bushes will be added as well as dogwood trees.  

If anyone would like to donate to this project in loving 

memory of a loved one, please let myself or Dot Haney 

know. 
 

We plan to create a plaque which will say : "Landscaping 

created in Loving Memory of  (your loved one).  
 

I am very excited about this project and look forward to its 

completion.  
 

Love you all and appreciate the support you give to Bel-

mont Baptist.  
 

 

Cheryl 

 

Properties. 
 

The Properties committee has been busy over the past few 

months. 
 

We have completed several projects and are currently work-

ing on several more. 

The committee most recently met with a company that spe-

cializes in Stair Lifts, Wheel Chair Lifts, Residential Eleva-

tors, and Commercial Elevators. 
 

A representative did an overview of our church and gave us 

several options as well as presenting estimates of the cost. 

I hope all of you will come to the April business meeting as 

this will be presented for discussion and the committee 

would appreciate everyone's input. 
 

I would like to express my gratitude to Herman Bryant, Don 
Sites and Gene Lively. Without them I could not do this job. 

Whenever I need to get together, whether it is to meet with 
a vendor, or something needs to be repaired, they always 

show up. 
 

Thanks for all you do for our church.       Cheryl 



                                                                                 

Comcast Channel 13 will  

Rebroadcast the Worship Service  

 Sunday at  

 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Belmont family offer our Christian sympa-

thy and prayers to Nancy Thomas, Ed Shifflett 

and Pam Sprouse in the loss of their sister and 

aunt, Chellie Shifflett Polonitza. 
 

Sympathy and prayers are extended to Hunter 

Melton and Randy Melton in the loss of Mil-

dred Tapscott, Hunter’s sister and Randy’s 

aunt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 9   11:00a.m.  Palm Sunday Worship 

 

April 13   7:00p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service  

 

April 15   1:00-3:00p.m. Easter Egg Hunt 

 

April 16    7:00p.m.    Easter Sunrise Service 

                in Belmont Park 

       8:15a.m.    Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

     11:00 am    Easter Morning Worship 
 

              NEEDS                   CONTACT                                                   
 

Donations/Food Closet     Virginia Brewer 
 

New Clients:                      Barbara Lowery or 
 

Laundry Ministry               Sue Wharam 
 

Yard Sale items                  Rick Wharam 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring is here and new opportunities for 

serving neighbors and friends present them-

selves.   
 

We will be mowing grass and spreading 

mulch very soon.  We will need help with 

these projects and many others. 
 

Love Inc. prints a list of needs and opportu-

nities on a regular basis.  The volunteer min-

istry website is located 

at :www.loveinccville.org/basicneeds. 

The Love Inc staff telephone # is (434) 977-

7777. 

 

Please let us know of your willingness to 

share Christ’s love with those in need. 
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