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Almost a year ago, June 2015 to be exact, I shared 
our family's experience with unwelcome guests in the 
attic.  Several months later, January 2016, I wrote a 
newsletter article that included a humorous story 
about unwanted squirrels taking up residence in 
different churches, and the innovative ways that the 
congregations addressed the issue. 
 

You were probably hoping that I would eventually 
move to a different subject in these newsletter 
articles.  I was actually hoping for the very same 
thing.  The problem with our hopes and dreams on 
this front is that a few weeks ago the noises in the 
attic started again.  We thought we had gotten rid of 
the squirrels after putting some bait in the attic that 
would guarantee they would not return. 
 

The noises did return and this 
required action.  I did what 
anyone in my situation would 
have done.  I pulled the attic 
stairs down and wished 
Melanie the best of luck as she 
started up those stairs.  Her 
time in the attic was short 
lived.  Honestly, I am not sure 
that I have seen Melanie move 
that quickly on many 
occasions.  
 

Melanie made it back down those stairs and 
explained that what we thought was a squirrel was 
actually a raccoon.  She estimated that the distance 
between her and the raccoon was about ten feet.  She 
also discovered the source of the squeaking noise 
that was also present.  The raccoon had chosen our 
home  as the nursery for her five babies. 
 

Melanie's assessment was confirmed the next day 
when the animal rescue experts arrived at our 
home.  They removed the baby raccoons and 
relocated them to the Wildlife Center of Virginia, 
which is located in Waynesboro.  The hole where the 
raccoon entered on the roof was repaired and traps 
were set, but she has not returned.  We hope this is 
the end of the noises in the attic and for all of our 
sakes the end of the newsletter articles on the 
subject. 
 

In the initial article, I wondered out loud if the beast 

in the attic was a raccoon or a bear because of the 
noise level.  Imagine Melanie's surprise when she 
turned on the attic light and was looking directly at a 
mother raccoon.  Imagine our collective surprise that 
our unwelcome house guests were raccoons and not 
squirrels. 
 

How often does this happen in other aspects of our 
lives?  You expect one thing and something else 
occurs.  This is very often the story of how our faith is 
lived out.  Saul devoted his life to observing God's 
law.  Saul regarded the thought of Jesus of Nazareth 
being God's Messiah as blasphemy until a shocking 
encounter on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).  Simon 
Peter had never eaten anything forbidden by the law, 

but that all changed as the 
Holy Spirit spoke to him in 
a dream.  Peter was invited 
to eat food that he had 
considered "unclean," and 
he learned how the love of 
God shows no partiality as 
that same Holy Spirit was 
speaking to a Gentile, 
named Cornelius (Acts 10-
11). 
 

Our stories need to be 
shared as well.  God 

continues to surprise those of us who are often 
certain that we have everything figured out.  God 
works through encounters with people of different 
backgrounds that you do not normally 
associate.  Those might be real interactions or maybe 
the three times in a dream to drive home the message 
as Peter needed.  
 

God is at work in the Belmont neighborhood, the city 
of Charlottesville and beyond to all parts of the 
world.  Get ready to encounter this God whose love 
shows no partiality.  Get ready to encounter God's 
spirit moving in ways that you never dreamed 
possible. 
 

My prayer is that we are ready to join wherever and 
however God leads us.  I am also hopeful that we will 
not be awoken anytime soon by noisy creatures on 
the nocturnal move in our attic. 
 

Blessings,  Greg 
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Our On-the-Job Training 
 

How do we grow in our faith and understanding on a daily 

basis?  Henri Nouwen tackles the issue in his book 

“Discernment.”  Escaping our culture’s wasteful pursuits 

and distractions with the internet, television, cell phones, 

and other entertainment is not easy.  Henri Nouwen pre-

sents some practical approaches. 
 

The author’s definition of discern “means first of all to 

listen to God, to pay attention to God’s active presence, 

and to obey God’s prompting, direction, leading and guid-

ance.  Discernment allows us to “see through” the appear-

ance of things to their deeper meaning and come to know 

the interworkings of God’s love and our unique place in 

the world.  Discernment helps us come to know our true 

identity in creation, vocation in the world, and unique 

place in history as an expression of divine love.” In other 

words our growth in discernment is a type of on-the-job 

training with God.  The more we are shoulder to shoulder 

with God on a daily basis, our growth flourishes.  
 

In prayer time we reflect on our successes and failures in 

interacting with a world that requires a lot of patience. 

Nouwen writes: “Those who practice discernment are of-

ten more contemplative than those who are so active that 

they do not take time to reflect on the inner meaning of 

appearances.  The most interesting things in life often re-

main invisible to our ordinary senses, yet are visible to our 

spiritual perception.” 
 

In John 1:47-51 Jesus exchanges this concept of discern-

ment with Nathanael. “You will see heaven opened, and 

the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 

of God.”  In other words, when you give yourself away in 

servanthood to others you see yourself and people better 

for the first time.  It’s like putting on a pair of glasses.  A 

previously blurred world becomes clear. “Discernment 

becomes a new way of seeing (and being seen) that results 

in divine revelation and direction.  This heart knowledge 

enables us to lead a life worthy of the calling.” (Ephesians 

4:1) 
 

We use the term “born again” to refer to our rising from 

the baptismal water and our new outlook on life.  Henri 

Nouwen takes this concept even further.  “Truly “born 

again” people always desire to be renewed continually, 

precisely because the Spirit keeps on revealing, in and 

around them, places of darkness that have not yet been 

transformed by the light.  For as long as we live, we need 

to be reborn and deepen our spiritual understanding, as we 

walk together in the light.” 
 

I am grateful for Nouwen’s insight and I hope you are 

also.  I highly recommend the purchase of this book and I 

recommend you read one chapter per week to allow its 

concepts to transform your life. 
 

Richard Wharam, Chairman, Deacons 

Dear Friends at Belmont, 
 

The first and most important part of my notes today 
is that I need to speak to you all with a message from 
my heart.  I truly have felt blessed and loved during 
this difficult time in my life. 
 

Jim and I have been together for a very long time and 
he is truly missed every minute of every day.  I am 
not sure how I would have gotten through this with-
out a few basic things in place. 
 

First is my faith.  Faith that tells me God has a plan.  I 
want to know what it is but I have no idea now. It 
will be revealed to me one day but like most of us I 
am impatient. Faith also extends to the fact that I 
know how Jim lived and what kind of a person he is.  
I know exactly that he is living eternal life.  I have 
faith that I will go on here without him even when 
some days seem impossible. 
 

I saw such an overwhelming outpouring of love, 
prayers, help and understanding from the family I 
have found at Belmont.  I have been in awe of the 
love and prayers and cannot believe that I have only 
been at Belmont a little over a year.  It seems like I 

have always been here. Thank you all for making this 
a true house of God. 
 

As life here goes on I have listened to know advice 
on waiting a year for big decisions.  First off I found a 
found a house nine doors down from Rebecca.  I 
jumped right in and put an offer on it and they took 
it.  I will move between Madison and Culpeper.  
Good news, Rebecca and Adam can come here for 
church more and join us.  Add to that I have not put 
my house on the market.  Now that should be 
enough, but not me.  Jumped right in with both feet.  
I put in retirement papers.  I might even have a long 
term substitute job in Madison when the band direc-
tor has her baby next school year. 
 

I know in the news letter I always try to speak on 
some words of wisdom, a scripture, or maybe a sea-
son.  Instead today I chose to update you all on my 
plans.  I did not want anyone to speculate that I was 
leaving.  I am grounded on this solid ground and 
here to stay. 
 

Again you all are a gift that God chose to give to me. 
 

Blessings and Love, Peggy                       
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From the Finance Team 
 
Finance had a discussion during our 
last business meeting about Bel-
mont's first quarter. We did not have 
a good January or February reve-
nue/expense wise but bounced back 
in March. However, the deficit over-

all for the quarter ended $7457.00 in the red. This 
large amount does look bad, but two expenses were 
the majority of this deficit. We had a large snowfall 
that cost $1600 to clear, and recently replaced the air 
conditioner in the Chapel for $5,400. At this point we 
felt the year was not as grim as it seems just looking 
at the numbers. The Finance Team will continue to 
monitor the following months to see if this is a trend 
or a major problem.  
  
One item that slipped from being addressed was the 
Loads of Love start up money. The funds are now 
depleted. Belmont was blessed to have received a 
gift from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to begin 
this mission. A majority of the seed money was used 
to remodel and buy the machines. The remaining 
funds have been used for maintenance (15-20 fami-
lies use every two weeks) on the washing machines 
and dryers. You can imagine the wear and tear on 
these machines. Recently, a large donation was 
given for our laundry ministry, which was greatly 
needed. Was it a coincidence this issue was forgot-
ten or was our Lord saying don't worry, I have this!!  
  
God will provide.  
  
Finance, along with all of the various teams are trying 
to keep expenses down, including our office com-
puters. Our Finance computer was finally replaced a 
few years ago when the hard drive started crashing. 
When this change was made we lost the ability to 
read the storage of financial records on our 5 1/4 inch 
disks which had become obsolete. Therefore, our 
older financial records are no longer available via that 
media. We do still have paper records although time 
consuming to review. Our current procedure is to de-
stroy these paper records as they age over 10 years 
due to limits of physical storage space. We have not 
gotten our older financial records to this standard yet 
but are working on them.    
  
Finance Team 

If you use products with  

Box Tops for Education, 

please bring them by the 

church office.  They will 

benefit Clark School. 

 

To the Belmont Baptist 

Church Family, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for the cards and flowers during my re-
cent illness.  Therapy is going well. 
 

Virginia Melton 
 

     
 

With heartfelt appreciation during such a diffi-

cult time, your kindness meant so much, and 

your thoughtfulness was really touching. 

Thank you for all your sympathy and caring. 

The Harris Family 
 

     
 

Thank you so much for the reception following 

our dad's funeral service on Wednesday after-

noon.  The food and fellowship were great.  We 

truly appreciate your kindness! 

In Christian love,  
The family of G.B. Robertson 
 

     
 

I want to extend to you my sincerest apprecia-

tion for the hospitality and grace demonstrated 

to the children and staff of the Ugandan Kids 
Choir during their recent visit to your church! 
 

You may already be aware, but your congrega-

tion profoundly blessed us with their generos-
ity.  Your church donated $1,470 to children in 

need and sponsored 3 children!  We praise the 

Lord for the lives that will be changed because 

of your wonderful gifts. 
 

If you have questions or feedback, please feel 

free to contact me.  May God richly bless you 

and your congregation for caring so much! 
 

Blessings to you & intercession for the chil-
dren. 
 

Tracy Horne, Choir Coordinator/Admin 
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Church Yard Sale 
 

to benefit Stop Hunger Now 
 

Saturday, June 4  
 

Please search your house for 

items you can donate. 


