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Paul Harvey's radio program 
often shared interesting stories 
with the listeners.  I recently 
learned that one of his reports 
included a woman that called up 
the Butterball Turkey Company's 
consumer hot line.  The woman 
asked about the advisability of 
cooking a turkey that had been in 
her freezer for 23 years. The 
customer service representative 
told her that it might be okay to eat it if the 
freezer had maintained a below-zero 
temperature the entire time, but even so, the 
flavor would have deteriorated so much that it 
wouldn't be very tasty.  The caller responded, 
"Oh, that's what we thought. We'll just donate it 
to the church." 
 

We smile when we hear such a story, but it does 
call into question what we give to the church as 
well as what we give to God.  We might wonder if 
those are one question or if they are two separate 
questions.  What do you give to God?  What do 
you give to the church? 
 

Historically, churches focus on stewardship 
during this time of year.  This might come in the 
form of encouragement being offered to church 
family to faithful giving to the church as the year 
will soon be over.  This is an opportunity to 
remind one another to catch up on giving or to 
keep up doing what you are already doing. 
 

The focus on stewardship during this time of 
year also looks ahead to the year that is 
ahead.  Our budget requests have been given to 
team leaders for this purpose.  This invites us to 
examine our needs for the future and how we 
can faithfully utilize resources for furthering the 
kingdom of God through the ministry of Belmont 
Baptist Church. 
 

What we give to God and to the church is 
important?  Do we give our best or do we give 
what has deteriorated beyond our 

preferences?  Our nation's 
observance of Thanksgiving that 
occurs later this month invites us 
to consider what we have and to 
offer thanks for our blessings.  As 
we recognize how God has 
blessed us, a natural response is 
to offer thanks with our words 
and in our actions.  Our giving is 
one way that we can express 
gratitude to God through our 

actions. 
 

My hope is that our need to express thanksgiving 
to God and to those around us will transform our 
attitudes along with our actions and the way that 
we live.  This involves our financial gifts and we 
have witnessed your commitment to supporting 
the ministries of Belmont Baptist Church.  Your 
gifts allow us to serve the community and to 
participate with the Baptist General Association 
of Virginia and the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship.  Those gifts also make it possible to 
sponsor an upcoming meal packaging event 
through Stop Hunger Now. 
 

Our actions allow us to participate in that meal 
packaging event.  We will let you know as soon 
as possible when that will be 
scheduled.  Ongoing opportunities include 
hosting a family to do laundry at Loads of 
Love.  We will host PACEM in January.  You can 
participate in our food ministry, visiting those in 
the hospitals and nursing homes and in so many 
other ways.  We are continually open to new 
possibilities of ministry and will keep you 
updated on what those might be. 
 

For the past nine years you have been inspiring 
me as your pastor to faithful giving.  I am 
humbled and grateful at where we have come 
and the opportunities that are before us as we 
continue this journey of faith. 
 

Blessings, 
Greg 
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Comcast Channel13  

will Rebroadcast the Worship Service 

at 7 pm. on Sunday.  

 

Dear Church Friends,  
 

As we slow down summer and 

move into fall I see all the col-

ors that has God has blessed us 

with.  I have been working on a 

personal goal of unplugging 

and spending more time on 

exploring the sights, sounds 

and smells as fall.  I find it in-

teresting as I look through the 

music library to choose music 

for service and see how each song invokes a dif-

ferent response in me.   
 

This would be a great time for anyone to come 

and join us as we prepare for the advent season 

and Christmas.  You can discover the emotional 

and spiritual feelings that music can invoke in you 

too.  As said, “Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 

Lord”. 
  

Our long standing hand bell choir has met and it 

was such a great time.  Many of you know that we 

have started a novice group as well for anyone 

wanting to learn to ring.  How wonderful to have 

two hand bell groups going.  It is never too late to 

come and join us in either group.  Sunday October 

26th will be the advanced practice and our begin-

ners are meeting this coming Sunday the 19th as 

well as November 2nd.   I am so looking forward 

to having the new ringers play a blessing some-

time soon in church. 
 

If anyone in our congregation has a song with a 

special meaning to you please forward the title to 

me and if it is at all possible I would love to incor-

porate it into our service.   
 

I look forward to meeting all of you I have not yet 

met and getting to know each of you better.  See 

you all soon and have a blessed month.   

 

Musically yours, 

Peggy 

 

 

A new pictorial direc-

tory is coming soon.   

 

As a part of the proc-

ess, Jim Carpenter will 

be available at 

Gitchell’s Studio, 

618A Forest Street. 

 

Please call 296-7558 to make an appoint-

ment.   
 

Your smiling face is needed for this very 

important project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belmont Craft Fair 

 
November 22, 2014 

 
Belmont Baptist Church on Monticello Avenue 

 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
The Craft Fair will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall.  There   is a $5.00 set up fee and an 

$5.00 fee for use of a table, if needed.   
 

Come join us for fun  
and fellowship. 
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To the Belmont Baptist 

Church Family, 

 

Elevator Fund 
 

 
 

At the October business meeting we discussed the need 

for an elevator.  As we minister to our community and 

accommodate the needs of individuals who use our 

facility,  we recognize the necessity for an elevator.   

In the past we have discussed the benefit of an eleva-

tor.  Now it is becoming more of a necessity. 
 

Several donations have been received to further this 

purpose following that business meeting conversation.  
 

Please consider making a donation! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you so much for the wonderful time we had at 
Homecoming.  All three of us enjoyed every moment of 
the day.  We  especially thank Sonny for helping us get 
down stairs and back up and Virginia for helping us 
get our food.  When we got back home, Drew asked us 
if she could go with us the next time we go.  Everyone 
made her feel very comfortable. 
 

Thanks again for such a wonderful Sunday. 
 

In Christian Love,   Dorothy Saunders 

 

     
 

I would like to thanks the Belmont Baptist Church fam-
ily fir the cards. Thanks also to the Bible study for the 

prayer messages. 
 

Thanks and God bless,   Ressie Bailey 
 

     
 

Thank you for your recent gift of greeting cards 

and postage stamps on behalf of the Central Vir-
ginia Baptist Association.  These donations will be 

used to support our Christmas gift ministry for 

inmates at the Fluvanna Correctional Center for 

Women.  Donations like yours are so important to 

the success of our ministry.  Each Christmas we 

distribute thousands of greeting cards and a kit of 
hygiene items to about 1,250 very appreciative 

ladies.  I can assure you these very practical gifts 

are received with deep gratitude. We appreciate 

your continued support of this important ministry 

and thank you for your generosity and service to 
the Lord.   
 

In His Service,  

Ron Switzer 

Chaplain’s Office Volunteer 

 

From the Flower Committee:   
 

The church members will decorate 
the sanctuary for Christmas on the 
weekend following Thanksgiving.   
 

It is an easy task if we all help 
out.  Think lovely Christmas tree 
decorations and poinset-
tias, beautiful Christmas mu-
sic, satisfying Christian Fellowship, 
etc.  

 

Now that you're in the Christmas decorating mood, 
please contact Ann Haney (#295-3795) to tell her what 
day and time best suits you.   

Western State Operation Santa Gifts 
 

Please help the WMU Ladies share Christmas with 
the patients at the Western State Hospital in Staun-
ton, Virginia.  All items need are listed below and 
need to be at Belmont by Sunday, November 30. 
 

 Sweatshirts (M - 4XL) 

 Sweatpants (M - 4XL) 

 Women's underwear (M - 4XL) 

 Bras (all sizes) 

 Men's boxers - (M - 4XL) 

 T-shirts - (M - 4XL) 

 Tennis Shoes/Socks (sizes 8 - 13) 

 Gowns/Robes/Pajamas (M - 4XL) 

 Radios with batteries 

 Clocks with batteries 

 Brush and Comb Sets 

 Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

 Men's and Women's Body Lotion/Body Wash/

Body Spray (plastic bottles) Aftershave/
Cologne (alcohol-free in plastic bottles)  

 Bibles (soft back in English and Spanish)  

 Non-Spiral Writing Paper/Stamps  

 Wal-Mart or Dollar Tree Gift Cards  

 Cleaning Supplies/Laundry Detergent  

 Snacks (individually wrapped) Juice Boxes 
 

If you have questions, please contact Becky Bowers 
at 434-960-5215.  Thanks for your assistance. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Order a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary. 

Cost is $10.00 each. 

 

My Name Is________________________________ 
 

Number of Poinsettias:  ________ 

 

Amount enclosed $____________   
 

  Paid by check  
 

  Paid by cash 

 

In Honor Of:      _________________________________________________ 

 

      ____________________________________________ 

 

In Memory Of:   _____________________________________ 

 

      _____________________________________________ 

 

  (Orders must be received by Monday, November 17, 2014.) 

Please indicate how you 

wish the name to be 

written in the booklet. 


